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That picnic, camp-out, operating contest, 
arrow shooting, tree climbing, temporary antenna 
hanging, mosquito fighting, fly swatting, lightning 
dodging, sauna emulation, emergency simulation 
event that is Field Day is upon us (June 22-23). 

And your help is still needed. 

First, I need operators for our 15 meter 
phone station. Although it is officially listed as “15 
meter phone”, we may well swing down into 15 
meter CW or even 10 meters depending upon con- 
ditions and whether or not other operating positions 
/can cover these bands. With my new-since-last- 
year Extra Ciass license, we can roam the ham 
bands from end to end while I am the control opera- 


tor. 
continued on page 15 


Radio Amateurs Mobilize Against 


THREAT TO 2 METERS 
AND 440 MHz 


NEWINGTON, May 29: The American 
Radio Relay League is asking radio amateurs across 
the United States to help defeat a threat to the two 
most heavily used amateur VHF and UHF bands. 
An industry working group (known as I1WG-2A) that 


| is preparing draft US proposals for the 1997 World 


Radiocommunication Conference has before it a list 
of “candidate bands” for low-earth orbit mobile 
satellites (“litthe LEOs”) that includes, among a 
number of others suggested for consideration, the 
144 and 420 MHz bands. Little LEOs are intended 
mainly to offer commercial paging and other low- 
data-rate messaging services. 

The list of candidate bands was submitted 
by little LEO industry representatives at a mecting of 
IWG-2A on May 7. ARRL Technical Relations 
Manager Paul Rinaldo, W4RI, was present and ob- 
jected strongly to the inclusion of these two bands. 

He was told that objections should be sub- 
mitted in written comments, and the ARRL did so on 
May 15. At the same time the ARRL advised the 
industry participants in IWG-2A along with its chair- 
man, Warren Richards of the Department of State, 
that if we did not receive assurance that the bands 
would be dropped from the list of candidate bands we 


would have no choice but to advise members in July 
continued on page 9 


The Raleigh Amateur Radio Society, Inc. (RARS), founded 
in 1969, has grown to be one of the premier radio clubs in North 
Carolina Current membership is approximately 400. 

The objectives of the club are to promote world wide friendship 
through Amateur Radio, to be of public service by providing radio 
communication in times of disaster, emergency, or civic need; to 
educate members in radio technique, and to assist in obtaining 
Amateur Radio licenses 

All persons interested in Amateur Radio, currently licensed or 
not, are eligible to apply for membership to the club. 

Dues to the club are $18.00 per year (which runs from July | to 
June 30) Applications for membership may be obtained from any of 
the officers named below; from the newsletter editor, named on the 
facing column; or at any RARS Meeting. 

Club meetings are held the first Tuesday of every month, 7:30 PM, 


at Forest Hills Baptist Church, on the comer of Clark Avenue and Dixie | 


Trail, justoffof Hillsborough Street. 

In addition to the many social and special events, the club 
sponsors a 2 m repeater, W4DW, on 146.04/64 MHz. The club also 
sponsors repeaters on 223.04 / 22464 MHz, 449.5 / 444.5 MHz, 
449 95/445 95 MHz and a packet cluster node on 147.57 MHz. All 
repeaters cover Raleigh, and most of the surrounding Wake County 


area The auto-patch on W4DW is now no longer closed and is open | 


to all duly licensed amateurs. 
1996 Officers: 


Cyndi Wood, KD4ACW 
116 Waterfall Court 
Cary, NC 27511 
380-7286 
snockw(@)vms.sas.com 


President 


Bruce Buck KC4UQN 
305 Hillstone Drive, Raleigh, NC 27615 


Vice President 


848-4538 

Secretary. Jeff Wittich, AC4ZO 
211 Dundalk Way, Cary, NC 27511 
362-9456 

Treasurer: Mike Murphy, WA4BPJ 


7329 Barberry Court, Raleigh, NC 27615 
847-4641 


Young Ladies' Radio League 


The EXCITER is published monthly by the Raleigh Amateur 
Radio Society, and is mailed at no cost to its members. 

Letters to the Editor, technical articles, items of interest to the 
ham community and guest editorials are actively solicited. 

Any article published in the EXCITER does not necessarily 
represent the views of, the Officers, Board of Directors, Editor, or 
Society Membership, nor does publication thereof represent concur- 
rence by the Officers, Board of Directors, Editor, or Society member- 
ship with the contents of the article. 

Articles will be printed at the discretion of the Editor, and no 
article will be published unless it is accompanied by the name(s) of the 
person(s) submitting the article. 

All copy must be in the hands of the editor by the end of the Board 
of Director’s meeting on the third Tuesday of each month. Articles 
submitted for publication may be hand or type written, an ASCII file on 
disk transmitted electronically via telephone modem, or on the ham bands 
using PACKET. 

Ham related items for sale by the members will be advertised 
without charge for one issue, but may be re-submitted as often as 
desired. These ads must be non-commercial in nature. 

Commercial ads will be run in return for the following donations 
to the club: 


Single Issue Full Year 
Business Card $7.50 $75.00 
Quarter Page $11.25 $112.50 
Third Page $15.00 $150.00 
Half Page $22.50 $225.00 
Full Page $50.00 N/A 


(Commercial ads must be of “camera-ready quality,” and obvi- 
ously can not be sent via ham bands.) Due to the reprographic process 
used, no color copy can be accepted. 

Mailing List: Mike Murphy, WA4BPJ 
7329 Barberry Court 
Raleigh, NC 27615 
847-4641 
1996 Editor: Curt Phillips, KD4YU 
6200 Vicky Drive 

Raleigh, NC 27603 
772-0207 
cphillips@interpath.com 
CompuServe:73167,2050 


AMSAT 


GP = PRESIDENT'S 
Se 8 eee Fife 
a CORNER 


Greetings! This month has gone by quickly. We 
had a great meeting on May 7th. We had two 
presentations. One by Paul, AA4XX, about his 
DXpedition to Harkers Island and Jeff, AC4ZO, gave a 
quick program on Field Day. 

I never knew a DXpedition could have all the 
comforts of home! Paul and his crew rented a house 
down on Harkers Island for a weekend and worked a lot 
_ of DX. It was fun to see what the other side of the pile 
up looked like. We really do appreciate Paul and crew 
showing us how much fun DXing can be! 

With Field Day fast approaching Jeff gave a run 
down on what was planned for that weekend and where 
he still needed help. He also gave us a list of things 
to bring. He ended the program with a short film clip that 
Gary took of Field Day last year. For all those that have 
never participated in Field Day please give it a try. It’s a 
great opportunity to try out different bands and radios 
and to get some operating experience under your belt. If 
you are interested contact Jeff, AC4ZO. 

This months board meeting was very short. 
Probably set an all time record. Danny, KD4RAA has 
been looking at alternate sites for the 146.64 repeater 
since the tower we are on may be taken down in a year 
if they choose to run the outer loop through there. Danny 
also reported that Forest Hills Baptist Church has formed 
a Facilities Committee. Our monthly rent may be chang- 
ing. We aren’t sure whether it will go up or down. The 
committee is taking a harder look at who they rent the 
facilities to. This means it’s very important that we clean 
up after ourselves, move the tables and chairs back to 
where they were and take out the garbage. 

I also want to ask folks that bring their children 
to please keep them in the room during the meeting. The 
church has had problems with other groups that let their 
kids run around the building. We are very fortunate to 
have this meeting place. Let’s make sure we keep it a lot 
longer by following the church’s request. 


See you next month! 
73, Cyndi KD4ACW 


President, Raleigh Amateur Radio Society 


VANITY CALL SIGN 
FILING GATE 1 OPENS MAY 31! 


The vanity call sign program is almost 
here! The FCC has announced that Gate | of the 
vanity call sign program opens May 31, and eligible 
hams may file applications on or after that date. 

Under Gate 1, you can file for a previously 
held individual or club call sign or for a call sign 
formerly held by a deceased close relative. Spe- 
cific eligibility criteria are below. To request a 
vanity call sign for your primary station, you must 
already hold an unexpired amateur operator/pri- 
mary station license. To obtain the former call sign 
of a deceased close relative, your license also must 
be of the proper operator class. To request a 
formerly held club station call sign, you must also 
hold an unexpired club station license listing you as 
the trustee. Vanity call sign applicants must use 
FCC Form 610-V to file. 

Applicants should refer to the licensee 
data base to make sure the call sign they are 
requesting is not aiready assigned. A call sign is 
normally assignable two years following license 
expiration, surrender, revocation, set aside, can- 
cellation, void ab initio, or death of the grantee. 
FCC Fact Sheet PRSO00 Number 206-V, Amateur 
Station Vanity Call Sign System, has details. For 
explanations of Groups A, B, C and D and the 
geographic Regions, see Fact Sheet PR-5000 #206, 
Amateur Station Sequential Call Sign System. 

Legibility is critical! If your application is 
not legible, you could experience a delay in pro- 
cessing, lose the opportunity to obtain a requested 
call sign or even obtain a call sign different from 
what you want. 


Gate | Eligibility Criteria 

Request by Former Holder (Primary Sta- 
tion): For your primary station, you may request a 
call sign that was previously assigned to your 
primary, secondary, repeater, auxiliary link, con- 
trol, or space station. You may request your former 
call sign even though it has been unassigned for 
less than two years. The two-year requirement 
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does not apply to an otherwise eligible primary station 
if the call sign was previously assigned to a station of 
the requester. You do not have to hold a class of 
operator license required for the Group (A, B, C, or 
D) for the call sign requested. A call sign request by 
a former holder may be from any group in the sequen- 
tial system. Your mailing address does not have to be 
in the region designated in the sequential system for 
the call sign requested. A call sign requested by a 
former holder may be in any region. 

Request by Close Relative of Former Holder 
Now Deceased (Primary Station): For your primary 
station, you may request a call sign that was previ- 
ously assigned to the primary, secondary, repeater, 
auxiliary link, control, or space station of your now- 
deceased spouse, child, grandchild, stepchild, par- 
ent, grandparent, stepparent, brother, sister, step- 
brother, stepsister, aunt, uncle, niece, nephew, or in- 
law. You may request the former call sign of a close 
relative now deceased even though it has been unas- 
signed for less than two years. Upon the death of the 
holder, a call sign is assignable immediately to an 
otherwise eligible primary station of a close relative. 
You must be an Amateur Extra class operator to 
request a Group A call sign. You must be at least an 
Advanced class operator to request a Group B call 
sign. You must be at least a Technician class operator 
to request a Group C call sign. You must be at least a 
Novice class operator to request a Group D call sign. 
Your mailing address does not have to be in the region 
designated in the sequential system for the call sign 
requested. A call sign requested by a close relative of 
former holder now deceased may be in any region. 

Request by Former Holder (Club Station): 
For the club station for which you are the license 
trustee, you may request a call sign that was previ- 
ously assigned to that station. You may request your 
club station’s former call sign even though it has been 
unassigned for less than two years. The two-year 
requirement does not apply to an otherwise eligible 
club station if the call sign was previously assigned to 
the club station for which the requester is the license 
trustee. You do not have to hold a class of operator 
license required for the Group (A, B, C, or D) for the 
call sign requested. A call sign request by a former 
holder may be from any group in the sequential sys- 
tem. Your mailing address does not have to be in the 
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region designated in the sequential system for the call 
sign requested. A call sign requested by a former 
holder may be in any region. 

A $30.00 fee is required with your FCC Form 
610-V application. Payment of fees may be by check 
(payable to “FCC”), bank draft, money order or 
credit card. If paying by credit card, you must also 
complete and submit FCC Form 159 with your FCC 
Form 610-V. Do not send cash! 

Send your application package to: Federal 
Communications Commission, Amateur Vanity Call 
Sign Request, PO Box 358924, Pittsburgh, PA 15251- 
5924. If you do not qualify under the above eligibility 
standards, your application will be dismissed. 

The FCC says it will announce Gate 1A in a 
future notice. Under Gate 1A, club station trustees 
may file for the former primary station call sign of a 
person now deceased, provided the club held a club 
station license on March 24, 1995. 

For more information about the vanity call 
sign program, call the FCC Consumer Assistance 


Branch, 800-322-1117. 
from the ARRL Letter 


TIDBITS FOR 
WEATHER SPOTTERS 


Here are a few tidbits of useful information 
to share with everyone who is a weather spotter or 
plans to assist in severe weather or disasters. I went 
through the tornadoes in Zebulon last month and the. 
following notes were gained from first hand experi- 
ence. 


When you are within minutes of suspected 
severe weather events in your area, engage the 
frequency lock on your handheld radio locking the 
radio to the repeater or frequency of interest. During 
the height of the event, keys are often pushed acci- 
dentally while you are running or maneuvering a 
vehicle. You may find your radio in scan mode on 
another frequency when you need it most if you don’t 
take steps to disable the keypad functions. 

Secondly, have your spare battery or ex- 
tended range rubber duck in your pocket, not just 
somewhere in your vehicle or in the front seat of your 
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car. You may only have seconds to change a dying 
battery or to engage another antenna because you 
find yourself in a bad location. You don’t need to be 
fumbling around for these items during the last sec- 
onds before the storm hits. 

Make reports only as long as your safety is 
not compromised. Select a location with good 
unobstructed views toward the direction of interest. 
Don’t try to position yourself in the path of the storm 
as your view may well be obstructed by rain or hail. 
Your more valuable off to the side of the storm, 
preferably on the west side or dry side of the storm. 
This is in general since each storm is slightly different 
in its makeup and may have rain on the west side as 
well. 

Your first report will probably be the most 
valuable so try to have a format in mind as to how you 
will present the information and that it is as complete 
as possible. If you are in danger however, stop 
transmitting and protect yourself first. Have an es- 
Cape route in mind as you prepare to report. Are you 
sure the funnel cloud is in contact with the ground? If 
unsure - say so. Don’t guess. 

Do you see debris in the rotation of the cloud? 
This is a good sign that it is or has been on the ground. 
Do you see or hear trees being broken or other noises? 
Which way and how fast is the system moving? 

After it passes, observe and report if there 
are any threatening cloud formations or more twist- 
ers following in its path? Don’t be so taken in by the 
damage that you ignore the sky conditions as some 
funnels follow one after the other. If your in a low 
spot, have a location in mind that you can report from 


should you be unable to hit the SCYWARN repeater. 
Don AB4EN 


From the beginning: 


THE SLANGUAGE 
OF MORSE 


Operator Capability 

In the early days of telegraphy the capabili- 
ties of operators were tested in many ways. Good 
senders could often keep mediocre receiving opera- 
tors “humping.” A receiving operator under these 
conditions would know he was being PASTED, for 
the sender would be BURNING UP THE WIRE — He 
would consider himself getting a ROASTING, and 
would have to work hard to prevent himself from 
being put UNDER THE TABLE, or buried under the 
avalanche. 

The receiver’s defense mechanism under 
these conditions would assert itself in invectives he 
might hurl at the sender as opportunity offered. For 
example, he might call him a HAM, which has the 
same significance of ineptitude as when applied to an 
actor. One degree lower on the scale was the epithet 
LID, which was a withering appellation. An equiva- 
fent was the remark, or witticism STRAW HAT, 
which showed its kinship to lid, but which was often 
applied by good operators to each other for no other 
purpose than to get the other fellow’s “goat.” 

If a receiving operator felt that the sender 
was capable of sending, but incapable of GOING 
OVER, or TAKING THE OTHER SIDE, (meaning 
incapable of receiving, in this case), he would refer to 
the sender as an OUTBOUND operator, capable only 
of fast sending. Working circuits at high speed was 
known as WORKING BONUS — working for pre- 
mium wages depending upon output. If a sender was 
dissatisfied with a receiver, he would tell him to GET 
UP, meaning that he was to leave the circuit and get 
an RJ, or relief operator, to take his place. If the 
supervisor arranged this, the man who “got up” was 
said to have been LIFTED. 

Fist 
Sending operators whose performance on 
the wire was excellent, were said to have a good 
“fist” or characteristic “touch,” also MITT, in 
transmitting on the wire. They sent good STUFF, that 
is, their signals were easily read without “guessing” 
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on the part of the receivers. Operators who could both 
send and receive well, and HOLD DOWN a FAST 
WIRE, or circuit worked at high speed, were called 
HEAVY, because they weren’t “lightweights.” 


Wire Conditions 

If operators did not depress the key firmly 
enough for the circuit on which they were working, 
their sending was said to be LITE, and some of their 
dots DROPPED OUT, causing FAILURES, or diffi- 
culties introducing hazards of errors. 

On the contrary, if their fist was HEAVY, the 
wire was likely to be IN THE MUD, or too sluggish to 
operate. Sometimes it would be the wire itself, or the 
adjustment of the instruments that caused the circuit 
to become ALL FAILED, or BUSTED UP, (due to a 
special technical difficulty), or perhaps it just BLEW 
UP, in which case the operator would say he was 
GETTING NIX, and would call the wire a ROTTEN 
STRING, and demand that the Wire Chief PULL IT 
for adjustment, that is, take it out of use temporarily, 
until FIXED, or adjusted. 


Office Jargon 

In the meantime, MESSAGES, or tele- 
grams, or TRAFFIC, which is an aggregation of 
messages, has to be MOVED, or transmitted; that is, 
the FILE, which is the traffic entrusted to the tele- 
graph company for transmission, must not be LAID 
OUT or delayed to a point where it HAS WHISKERS 
ON IT from excessive “age.” 

For to delay traffic beyond the normal DRAG 
or time it takes to move traffic in orderly fashion, 
invites the most unwelcomed of all telegraph eventu- 
alities — the receipt, by the operator responsible, of a 
PRIZE PACKAGE, known also as a STIFF, VAL- 
ENTINE, or TORPEDO, all these being names for a 
customer’s complaint, together with all correspon- 
dence which relates thereto accumulated in RUN- 
NING DOWN the error, determining the reason 
therefor and the name of the responsible employee. 
For errors are tallied in an operator’s PR or personal 
record envelope, and are recorded against him. 

Only a little less feared is a BLUE SLIP, 
which is a message, incorrect in some respect, handed 
back to an operator for correction of an error he has 
made while the message is still in transit. Perhaps he 
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has CLOCKED the message incorrectly, that is, he 
has recorded the wrong time on his COPY, the tele- 
gram which he has COPIED, or transcribed, on a 
MILL or typewriter, from the ticking of a “sounder.” 
It may be a PILE UP or over-typing at the end of a line 
on his “mill,” where he has RUN-OVER the allotted 
space; all of which may have been the result of his 
having been PILED UP or overloaded with work 
because he was unable to KEEP UP with the “file.” 

PUTTING TEN ON A LINE or operating a 
typewriter so as to have ten words on each typed line, 
for facility in verifying the CHECK or word-count, of 
each SHEET, or page, of a message, is exacting 
business. 


Operators’ Argot 

Telegraphers have a whole code of signals 
and abbreviations among themselves for use on the 
wire. TAKE A SHORT is to obtain an RJ for a 15- 
minute rest period. SIGNING OFF means stopping 
transmission for the day (or night). It is the equivalent 
of CLOSING OUT or discontinuing operation on a 
channel of communication. 

SENDING TO THE WIND or SENDING 
IN THE AIR is a term for futile transmission, the 
receiver being absent, or the line interrupted, without 
knowledge of the sender. When the mistake is discov- 
ered, the receiver will ask for a FILL IN, that is, the 
message will have to be retransmitted. 

BLIND transmission is that in which the 
communication is one way only. For example, the 
operator covering a World Series sends “blind” to 
hundreds of receiving operators copying his trans-. 
mission but unable to acknowledge or to ask for fill- 
ins. 

If the sender FALLS DOWN, that is, makes 
an error in transmission, and fails to PICK HIMSELF 
UP, that is, correct the error, it is “just too bad.” 

SAY WHEN, in telegraphy, does not refer to 
whiskey level in a tumbler, but means, “Report when 
the order has been carried out” — Thus: “Patch 
wires 212 and 214 say when” means to do as in- 
structed and to “say when” (done.) 


Oldtimers will remember 
Many of the foregoing expressions have 
become of limited application since the replacement 


THANKS TO © 
HAMFEST WORKERS! 


Many thanks to all that volunteered their time 
to make this one of the most successful hamfests 
ever! This years workforce was 113 strong! Thanks 
again, we couldn’t have done it without you! 


Please let me know if I missed anyone in this 
list. I want to make sure everyone gets credit! 
WA4MJF Ronnie Hamfest Chairman 
WA4LHE Glenn Tresurer 
N4VQN Bob Assist-Tresurer 
KE4IUK Al Ticket Sales 
KC4UQN Bruce Interim Ticket Sales 
NF4P Rollin Adv. Registration, 
Mailing list 
K4HF Chuck Pre-Hamfest 
KN4AQ Gary Stage 
KJ4SO Woody Program 
KM4BU_ Walter Tickets,Flyers 
K4BWC Billy Prizes 
AD4UL Doug’ Setup 
N4YTO = David Comm Center 
KE40QO Mike _ Security 
K4SAN Dave Teardown 
KO4TV Max  RARS Table 
AC4ZO Jeff Wouff Hong 
KE4FCJ _ Pat Social 
KD4ZVW_ Bobbie Social 
Cathy Rinn 
Kathleen Rinn 
AB40Z Alan 
AC4QX Lauren 


continued >>>>> 


of colorful Morse operation by printer machinery, but 
all of this jargon is still understood by old-timers and 
is still current where Morse is employed. 

Ivan S. Coggeshall 

New York, New York 

February 1, 1938 


via Gifford Moore, KC4SAM. 


AC4QX 
AC4ZO 
AD4RC 
AD4ZE 
K4FEP 
K4GOE 
K4MC 
K4ZAD 
KA2FWC 
KA3PSK 
KA4NSA 
KB4EXL 
KB4MDY 
KB4RZ 
KC4KGO 
KC4SAM 
KC4SYV 
KC4UPX 
KC4UQE 
KD4ACK 
KD4ISC 
KD4JMK 
KE4JRL 
KD4LLQ 
KD4CKP 
KD40OLZ 
KD4OWA 
KD4RAA 
KD4SMA 
KD4WQA 
KD4WRL 
KD4WTI 
KD4WTL 
KD4WTO 
KD4YRS 
KD4ZVS 
KE4DRI 
KE4DRJ 
KE4DRL 
KE4DRM 
KE4ERB 
KE4IZP 
KE41ZZ 
KE4KFZ 
KE4MEL 


Larry 
Jeff 
Ferdinand 
Warren 
Melvin 
Al 
Bob 
Tom 
Frank 
Rick 
Alan 
Sherry 
Carla 
Rick 
Marc 
Giff 
Sandy 
Bernard 
Joel 
Sharon 
Dick 
Ken 
Judith 
Bill 
Ginger 
Nola 
Jim 
Danny 
Bill 
David 
David 
Barry 
Sharon 
Tina 
Lois 
Betty 
Ruth 
Joey 
Katie 
Van 
Russel 
Mark 
Fontella 
Ron 
Victor 


KE4NGM Betty 


KE4PAX 


Greg 


KE4PPW 
KE4TMO 
KE4TUI 
KE4TZQ 
KE4ZDW 
KE4ZNQ 
KE4ZNU 
KE4ZNU 
KF4AUS 
KF4BWO 
KF4EAH 
KF4EUQ 
KF4EVT 
KF4EZT 
KF4EZX 
KF4HQU 
KF4MQ 
KM4U0 
KN4G 
KO4CK 
KO4QH 
KS4MD 
KS4VX 
KS4XG 
KT40C 
N3QYE 
N4BYO 
N4IQA 
N4RWZ 
N4SSS 
N4SSU 
N4U0Q 
N4VQT 
N4YRB 
N4YTO 
N4ZBB 
NA4G 
NY4H 
W5PGX 
W9VAK 
WA4BP) 
WA4GIR 
WD4KSE 
WD4RDT 


Nancy 
Chris 
Carl 
Dave 
Frank 
Les 
Marshal 
Frank 
PJ 
Steve 
Richard 
Drek 
Gwen 
Jack 
Eric 
Joan 
Denny 
Bill 
Norm 
Liz 
Lynn 
Don 
Roger 
Pete 
Tank 
Jim 
Jim 
Tim 
Rahul 
Peggy 
Edward 
Noble 
Rick 
John 
David 
Ken 
Bob 
Marty 
Ashby 
Don 
Mike 
Joe 
Mark 
Wilbur 


73, Cindi KD4ACW 


MAY VHF/UHF 
SIG MEETING 


David N4YTO called the May meeting to 
order at the WA4MJF/KB4EXL abode. Glenn 
WA4LHE pegged the SIG account at $260 before the 
RARS infusion. Ronnie WA4MJF reported that the 
146.73 repeater in Knightdale will have a short tail 
during the summer months. Pat KE4FCJ recounted 
hamfest tales of terror and amusement. 

N4YTO said that the search for the 146.64 
repeater’s new home got a big boost from public 
recognition of RARS Skywarn members. The key- 
word “Zebulon” opened several new tower opportu- 
nities. The 444.950 repeater will likely occupy a site 
near Lake Wheeler. The SIG will operate 6 and 2 
meters, as well as UHF and packet, during Field Day. 

WA4LHE, another proud IC-706 owner, 
gave a demo and pep talk. So far, he hasn’t damaged 
anything or anyone while operating mobile, although 
he does admit the profusion of menu choices means 
you best have everything programmed in memory 
before leaving the driveway. 

The next SIG meeting begins at 7 p.m. on 
Wednesday, 12 June 96, at the KE4ZNU dummy load 
facility, 13109 Old Creedmoor Road, Raleigh. Con- 
tact me at 676-4523 for directions and details or risk 
a talk-in on 146.64. Ill bake a couple of pizzas for 
those without supper and Pat will provide dessert. 


Show up early for the best selection! 
Ed Nisley, KE4ZNU 
Secretary 


MOBILE ANTENNA 
EFFECTIVENESS 


How to calculate the merit of your HF mobile 
antenna: 

The merit of your mobile HF antenna is inversely 
proportional to the approval of your XYL. In other 
words if she approves, it is not a very good antenna. 

Thanks to KSDLE for this antenna theory. | 


problably can be applied to fixed antennas as well. 
73, Hank WASJRH 
via USENET 


TiME TO 
FORK OVER 


MONEY... I need it, you need it and RARS 
Namely, we need your dues. 
As noted in the last EXCITER, all member- 
ships expire on June 30, and if you will glance up at 
your calender, June 30 is looming large on the chrono- 
logical horizon. 
And your RARS dues are only $18, yes only 


needs it. 


eighteen measley smackers for a full year of fun, 
activites, repeaters, education and socialization (and 
I mean that in a good way). And donuts. Lots and lots 
of donuts. 

If you're over 60 or under 16 years old, you 
get a discount... your dues are only $12 per year. 

If you are unlicensed, your dues are only $9 
per year (so go ahead and get that license, so we can 
charge you more!) 

Additional family members can join for only 
$5 each. 

So dig into that stash of cash, your cache of 
coin and pony up the correct amount to our Treasurer, 
Mike Murphy WA4BPJ. He'll have a special cash 
collecting table set up at the meeting, or you can mail 
him your dues (check or money order, no cash, coins 
or stamps... does anyone ever really try to pay any- 
thing with stamps?) 

Mike's address and phone number are on 
page two. And while you're talking to him, how about 
volunteering for Field Day as well (see page 1). 

Yes, it's the dues time of year, and RARS 
needs and appreciates your support. With your help, 
we can continue to maintain the level of activities we 


all have come to expect from RARS. 
Curt KD4YU 


Glad you 
asked! We’re the women of RARS. Some of us are 
licensed HAMS and enjoy everything from building 
antennas to working all the HF bands. Some of us just 
like talking on the repeaters and keeping track of our 
“significant others.” Some of us aren’t licensed but 
enjoy getting together with other women who hear 
“radio talk” around the house all day. 

This year we’ll be looking into lots of interest- 
ing things we can do as a group. Love to have you join 
us! And now our star reporter and librarian, Liz will 
tell us about the April meeting. 


Who, or what are the Crystals? 


Lynn KO4QH 


April Meeting Notes 

The April meeting of the Crystals was held 
at Ryans at Crossroads Plaza, April 23. The room 
was ready and the service was good, so maybe our 
unpleasant experiences from the change in manage- 
ment are over. 

We talked about how well the Social had 
gone for the RARSfest and how much we appreci- 
ated Pat and Bobbie for organizing. Lois had tickets 
for the Dur-Hamfest and I bought mine. After work- 
ing at RARSfest, I usually look forward to Durham 
and being able to wander around and really look at 
things and visit with other hams. 

Lynn is discontinuing dues for a year and we 
are going to push to try and get some new members. 
We want to emphasize that any lady is welcome 
whether or not licensed. It is a good way to get to know 
other ladies in the club. The Crystals are looking for 
some kind of “project” to undertake and be associ- 
ated with. Lynn, our new “lead crystal” has a lot of 
enthusiasm and hopefully it will be contagious. Just 
have to wait and see. Bobbie didn’t get to show off her 
new truck because of the downpour that hit as we 
were leaving. (It is a beauty, though). The door prize 
was won by Bobbie. 

Please join us the 4th Tuesday of each month, 


the June meeting will be at Ryan’s. 
fe 
Liz KO4CK 


HAMS MOBILIZE TO SAVE 2 METERS 


continued from page I! 
QST that the bands were under threat. No such 
assurances were forthcoming. 

Instead, we were told that as long as little 
LEO allocations requirements remained unsatisfied, 
everything had to remain on the table. 

This response was not acceptable. Accord- 
ingly, when July QST went to the printer on Tuesday, 
May 28, it included the following editorial. The edito- 
rial speaks for itself, but it is worth emphasizing that 
there is no reason for panic. What we are dealing with 
is an ill-considered industry effort that is in its early 
stages; there is no reason to believe there is any 
government support for any move against these two 
amateur bands. Our mission is to quash the idea 
before it goes any further. An outpouring of thought- 
ful comment by amateurs, explaining why the public 
interest would not be served by the introduction of 
commercial services into these bands, will go a long 
way toward ensuring the desired outcome. 


It Seems to Us 
July 1996 QST: 


Write Now! 

Get out a pen and paper, or boot up your 
computer. There’s work to be done! Your help is 
needed to defend two meters and 70 cm. Yes, that’s 
right-the two most popular and crowded amateur 
VHF/UHF bands! But don’t panic, and don’t “go 
ballistic.” 

Here’s what’s happening, and what you can 
do about it. 

The United States is preparing for the 1997 
ITU World Radiocommunication Conference, WRC- 
97. In the past, the public has been able to participate 
in the preparations for such conferences by respond- 
ing to FCC Notices of Inquiry (NOIs). In March, the 
FCC announced a streamlining of its International 
Bureau’s preparatory processes for WRCs. Under 
the new scheme, the NOIs have been eliminated in 
favor of increased emphasis on WRC Advisory Com- 
mittees. 

For WRC-97, a series of Informal Working 
Groups (IWGs) of the Advisory Committee has been 
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created to address specific agenda items. The output 
of each IWG will go directly to a joint FCC-NTIA- 
Department of State Steering Committee of the Ad- 
visory Committee. There, draft proposals as received 
from the IWGs will be reviewed and forwarded to the 
FCC for possible release as preliminary U.S. propos- 
als for public comment. 

In announcing the streamlined WRC prepa- 
ratory process, the FCC tried to reassure those who 
might be concerned about reduced opportunities for 
public participation: “Interested parties should note 
that input to the Advisory Committee may be sent at 
any time directly to the Chair of the WRC-97 Advisory 
Committee; the Chairs of the Advisory Committee’s 
Informal Working Groups; Cecily C. Holiday, the 
FCC’s federal officer of the WRC-97 Advisory Com- 
mittee, or to Damon C. Ladson, the alternate federal 
officer.” 

Hold that thought while we shift gears to the 
substance of the issue. 

One of the WRC-97 agenda items includes 
consideration of possible additional frequency alloca- 
tions for the mobile-satellite service. So-called “little 
LEOs,” low-earth orbit satellites below 1 GHz, al- 
ready have allocations. Their proponents claim these 
are inadequate and are trying for more. The needs of 
little LEOs are being addressed in IWG-2A, chaired 
by Warren Richards of the Department of State. The 
ARRL technical relations staff participates in IWG- 
2A to represent Amateur Radio interests. 

At the May 7 IWG-2A meeting, an industry 
representative proposed a list of “candidate bands” 
for little LEOs. The list includes a number of bands 
that would negatively impact existing services, and 
does not include others that would be technically 
more feasible but to which strong objection from 
incumbents could be expected-the point being that 
some political, rather than purely technical, judgment 
already has influenced the list. 

Incredibly, 144-148 and 420-450 MHz were 
included on the list! This is the first time in memory that 
another service has been proposed for the 2-meter 
amateur band. We must make sure it is also the last 
time. 

We do not need to explain to ARRL members 
the extensive use that is made of these bands by 
amateurs. The two bands provide the backbone of 
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our local public service communications effort. Voice 
and data, mobile and fixed, even television-the list of 
present amateur uses is a long one, and of future uses 
is even longer. Both are already used for satellite 
services and for moonbounce and extended-range 
terrestrial operations requiring extremely sensitive 
receivers and high levels of effective radiated power. 

Apparently we did need to explain all this to 
the little LEO industry representatives, so we did just 
that-both at the meeting and in a follow-up letter on 
May 15. We also explained that we had to regard the 
matter as extremely serious. No one with the slightest 
background in radiocommunication could possibly 
believe that a mobile-satellite service could be intro- 
duced into either band without disrupting existing and 
future amateur operations. Therefore, we said, if we 
did not receive assurance that they would be taken off 
the list of candidate bands by the deadline for this issue 
of QST, we would have no choice but to bring the 
matter to the attention of the entire membership. 

The response we received was unsatisfac- 
tory. In effect, we were told the little LEO industry 
would consider our views but that until their spectrum 
needs are satisfied, all bands must remain under 
consideration. 

So, this is a call to action. We must get across 
to the industry and government participants in IWG- 
2A that the 144-148 MHz and 420-450 MHz bands 
cannot be considered as candidates for mobile-satel- 
lite services. We need to drive the point home so 
forcefully, with so many grassroots responses, that 
no one is ever tempted to try this again. 

Which brings us back to that invitation for 
“interested parties” to send input “at any time.” 
There’s no time like the present! Here are the key 
addresses, including those of the mobile-satellite in- 
dustry folks who seem to have started the ruckus: 

Cecily C. Holiday, International Bureau, 
FCC, Washington, DC 20554; e-mail 
choliday@fcc.gov; fax 202-418-0748. 

Warren G. Richards, Chair, IWG-2A, De- 
partment of State, CIP 2529, Washington, DC 20520; 
e-mail richardswg@ms6820wpoa.us-state.gov; fax 
202-647-7407. 

Tracey Weisler, FCC Rep., IWG-2A, In- 
ternational Bureau, FCC, Washington, DC 20554; e- 
mail tweisler@fcc.gov; fax 202-418-2824 


THE 
COPPER CACTUS 


ANTENNA 


Here are the numbers for the Copper Cactus 
J-Pole antenna! I hope you are already familiar with 
the construction of the standard J-Pole antenna, so | 
won’t go into any unnecessary detail. The antenna 
may be built as a MonoBander, DuoBander, 
TriBander, QuadBander or whatever with great suc- 
cess. You can either feed it with separate coax’s for 
each band or a single coax, separate coax’s make it 
much easier to tune. 

There is no trick to building them, just re- 
member the overall length is for the lowest frequency 
of operation. In other words, a MonoBander, 
DualBander and TriBander are all exactly the same 


Mary Kay Williams, Final Analysis, Inc., 
7500 Greenway Center, Ste. 1240, Greenbelt, MD 
20770; fax 301-474-3228. 

Leslie Taylor, President, LTA, 6800 
Carlynn Court, Bethesda, MD 20817; e-mail 
Itaylor@lta.com; fax 301-229-3148. 


Do comment. But be civil. Don’t abuse people 
who are simply doing their jobs. We have to get across 
that casting covetous eyes on amateur bands is coun- 
terproductive, and contrary to the public interest. To 
accomplish this we need a lot of comments, including 
yours. But remember that the objective is to educate 
and persuade, not to intimidate. We don’t need to. 
The facts are on our side. 

To monitor the FCC’s ongoing WRC-97 
preparations, visit its WRC-97 home page at: http:// 
www.fcc.gov/ib/wrc97/. 


Write now. Right now! 
David Sumner, KIZZ 
“Reprinted with permission from July 1996 QST.” 
Youcan download and view this column as the Adobe Portable Docu- 
ment Format file2m70cm.pdf(20,4 1 8 bytes), alsoavailableviaFTP at ftp:/ 
/ftp.arrl.org/pub/qst/2m70cm.pdf. (You'll need Adobe Acrobat 2.1 or 
higher to viewor print this file. ) 

The information for this article obtained from the 

ARRL Web site, http://www.arrl.org. 
via Curt KD4YU 


length overall 58.09" on 2 meters. Feed the coax up the 
center of the pipes. Use T fittings at the proper distance 
below the top of the antenna for the desired frequency. 
The only problem is that the more bands you try to 
incorporate into the antenna, the harder it is to get the 
SWR flat on all bands. 


Here are the numbers you are looking for: 


Freq S2MHz 146MHz 223.5MHz 435MHz 912MHz 1265MHZ 
Pipe Dia. 1" 3/4" 1/2" 1/2° 3/8" 3/8" 
Stub 54.70" 19.36" 12.65" 6.46" 302" 216° 
Overall 

Length 163.92" 58.09" 37.94" 1939" 907" 649" 
Separation 5" 2" 1-1/4" 3/4" 1/2" 1/4" 
Connectat 6" 2-1/4" 1-1/2" 1" 3/4" i/2? 


For best results, build the highest band first, 
for eg. the 435MHz antenna, If you really want it to 
look neat, use 3/8" copper for the vertical and 1/4" 
copper for the transformer section (stub). Naturally 
the finished product will be in the shape of a “J”. 

Now build the next band, for eg. the 
223.5MHz antenna, by adding pipe to the T-connec- 
tor that is the base of the 435MHz antenna, I use 1/2" 
for the vertical and 3/8" for the stub of this section. 

Now build the 146MHz antenna, don’t forget 
the overall length of the antenna is the lowest fre- 
quency you will be using. I use 3/4" for the vertical and 
1/2 for the stub. 

The stub must be parallel to the vertical, 
however you can point the base of each stub in any 
direction you like. I prefer 3 equal distant points, but 
you can make them all on the same side if you wish. 
I feel the three points make it look like a cactus. 

My measurements on overall length, and 
stub length are from the centerline of the separation 
pipe (horizontal) to the top of the antenna. The Sepa- 
ration distance is technically from centerline to 
centerline, but inside measurements are fine and 
visually look better. Some of the measurements are 
less than physically possible, in this case just push the T 
and elbow as close as you can get them, no need to trim 
the fittings. 
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The Connect at measurement is from the top of 
the horizontal member to the point of connection. 

Final Note: If you use 1/2" pipe for all the 
construction, on the 2-meter stub, add 1/4" to its length, 
or use pipe-caps and adjust them up or down to get the 
1/4" additional length. 

The antenna should be in perfect tune, SWR 
less than 1.2 - 1 on all bands, using separate coax for each 
band. 

Solder all the joints before installing the coax, 
any pipe you have left over can be used as the mast. 

To install the coax, drill a 1/4" hole in the top 
of the horizontal part of each T-fitting closest to the 
vertical, then tilt the drill at an angle, so that the drill bit 
is sort of heading down the vertical. 

Enjoy Building: If you have any questions just 
ask, or further instructions, just send me a message and 
I will promptly respond. 

PS: Until you are familiar with the construc- 
tion techniques of the J-Pole, I wouldn’t attempt any 
more than three bands the first time out. In fact, A dual- 
bander, using the above dimensions will be perfect 


every time. 
73s de Gary KGOZP 
KGOZP @ KOPFX.#STL.MO.USA.NA 


1996 WAKE COUNTY 
ENERGY CAMP 


The Wake County Citizens’ Energy Advisory 
Commission, an Advisory Committee to the Wake 
County Commissioners, is excited to be sponsoring the 
THIRD ANNUAL ENERGY DAY CAMP being of- 
fered to children who are residents of Wake County. 
The Camp offers children an excellent opportunity to 
spend a week learning energy sources, and have an 
exciting and fun week. The educational and recre- 
ational aspects of the Camp combine to provide an 
exciting week off activities which will hopefully be one 
of the highlights of their summer vacation. As in prior 
years, the Energy Division is a sponsor of the camp. 


HIGHTLIGHTS OF THE DAY CAMP include the 
following: 
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CAMPER ELIGIBILITY: Current 7th Graders 
(rising 8th Graders during the summer) who reside in 
Wake County. 


WHEN: Week of July 15 through July 19, 1996 


TIME: Camper Drop-off 7:45 am with Camper 
Pick-Up at 5:30 pm. 


LOCATION: Camp will be conducted at Blue 
Jay Point County Park. Bus Service will be provided 
for all Campers, leaving the General Services Center 
located just north of Downtown Raleigh, at 401 Capital 
Blvd. The Camp Director and three (3) Assistant 
Directors will be supervising and coordinating activi- 
ties at all times, including chaperones on the bus to and 
from Blue Jay Point Park. Camp Directors are certified 
teachers who work at various schools within Wake 
County. 


CAMP ACTIVITIES INCLUDE: 

Hands On Demonstrations taught by experts in 
the energy field. Hands On Exhibits on Alternative 
Fue! Cars and Trucks. Field Trips to the Museum of Life 
& Science, Shearon Harris Nuclear, the Solar House at 
NC State University (NCSU) and the NCSU Agricul- 
ture Facility. Daily Recreational Activities, Hiking, 
Pond Study, Parent Cook Out on Thursday, July 18, 
1996. Visits from Television Celebrities with Demon- 
strations about the Earth and Energy. Lunch and Snacks 
are provided by the Camp. 


COST: There is no charge to students for attending 
the Camp. The Camp is sponsored by various busi- 
nesses and associations in Wake County. A student 
registration fee of $15.00 is required, and scholarships 
for the registration fee are available, based on need. 

Space is limited and assigned on a first-come, 
first-served basis. For further information, please con- 
tact Carol Hamilton at (919)856-5731, or write request- 
ing additional information to Fax (919)856-6478. 

If you have any questions, please feel free to 


call. 
via Curt KD4YU 


SUNSPOT MINIMUM 
STILL AHEAD 


Solar prognosticator Tad Cook, KT7H, re- 
ports four consecutive days of zero sunspots for the 
period May 16-22. The average solar flux was down 
five points from the previous period. Expect similar 
conditions through the rest of 1996 as we experience 
the solar minimum. 

A note from Shel Shallon, W6EL points out 
that the progress of any solar cycle is judged in terms 
of smoothed sunspot numbers, and that the smoothed 
number for a given month is an average of 13 months 
of data, centered on the month of interest. Therefore 
we won’t really know when the sunspot cycle mini- 
mum has occurred until some time after the event. 

Shallon, the author of the popular Mini Prop 
propagation prediction software, goes on to say: 
“Reports last year that the first spots from cycle 23 
had been observed were erroneous. It is now be- 
lieved that the first spot from cycle 23 was observed 
on May 10, 1996. Typically, the sunspot cycle mini- 
mum does not occur until at least 12 months following 
the appearance of the first spots of new cycle. There- 
fore, the minimum between cycles 22 and 23, and the 
official start of cycle 23, may not occur before May 
1997.” 

Current solar flux progress for the short term 
points to a slow rise to a peak just above 70 around 
June 7 or 8, followed by a drop below 70 around the 
middle of June. Sunspot numbers for May 16-22 were 
26, 12, 0, 0, 0, 0 and 11, respectively, with a mean of 
7. The 10.7-cm flux was 71, 71.2, 70.3, 68.8, 68, 66.9 


and 66, respectively, with a mean of 68.9. 
from the ARRL Letter 


» FIELD DAY IS COMING! 


June 22 & 23. Call the 
FIELD DAY HOTLINE 
847-4641 

to find out how 

YOU can participate. 

Field Day info on page 1. 


Sec OF tet MEETING 


RARS Board Meeting 
April 16, 1996 


The monthly Board meeting of the Raleigh 
Amateur Radio Society was held at the Forest Hills 
Baptist Church on April 16. The meeting was called 
to order by KD4ACW at 7:08pm. Members present 
were: KD4ACW, KN4AQ, WA4BPJ, KE4FCI, 
K4HF, WA4PEN, KA3PSK, KO4QH, KD4RAA, 
AD4UL, KC4UQN, W4VFJ, KD4YU, and AC4ZO. 
The total attendance numbered 18. 

On motion by KE4FCJ, seconded by 
KD4RAA, the March minutes were approved. 

WA4BPJ gave the Treasurer’s report, and 
said that RARS membership is 374. 

KC4UQN gave the VP report, and said that 
the May meeting program will be a presentation by 
AA4XX, Paul, about a DXpedition. Also, AC4ZO 
will give an update on the Field Day planning. In July, 
KM4UO will be discussing the early days of FM use 
in ham radio. August will be a presentation on model 
aircraft. 

KD4RAA gave the FM Committee report. 
He distributed a handout, and discussed the follow- 
ing: Work is under way on a new repeater for 146.64. 
The repeater on 444.525 MHz has had some filters 
installed which is expected to help its receive capabil- 
ity. Durham EMS has been notified that their trans- 
mitter on 155.16 may have spurious emissions, and 
they have agreed to look at it. A Comet antenna has 
been ordered for the Lake Wheeler site. A search is 
about to begin to find a new home for the repeaters 
now on the Bayleaf tower. The frequency 145.23 


continued >>>>> 
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MHz, which had been coordinated for use at 
the Nortel Imperial Center, has been given to OCRA 
for use in Chapel Hill. There will be a Technical 
Support group meeting on April 30. 

KD4ACW reported on the hamfest. She 
thanked all for their efforts, and said the attendance 
was 3506, up about 20 from last year. The financial 
data is not available yet. There will be a postmortem 
meeting at WA4MIJF on April 22. The social was a 
huge success, with attendance of about 300. The 
induction rite to the Royal Order of Wouff Hong 
was, reportedly, excellent. And lastly, the VEs 
reported testing nearly 85 examinees. 

KO4QH gave the Education Department 
report. She said the Spring class is over, and every- 
one did well, including the instructors. There are 
two demonstrations currently being planned: One 
for a group of Boy Scouts, and the other for a group 
of students ranging from 7th to 12th graders. 

WA4BPJ took the floor for the annual bud- 
get exercise. He distributed a handout to serve as 
a starting point. All the proposals were discussed, 
and eventually, after much discussion of various 
items, a budget was arrived at for the 1996, 1997 
year. On motion by KA3PSK, seconded by W4VFJ, 
the budget was accepted by the Board for presen- 
tation to the Membership. 

KD4ACW appointed a nominating com- 
mittee consisting of K4HF, KA3PSK, and KE4FCJ 
to secure nominees for the 1997 hamfest committee 
chair. 

The following Board Member Comments 
were made: 

WA4BPJ - There is a Field Day information 
line providing recorded information at 847-4641. 

KO4QH - Lynn is the new head of the 
Crystals, Replacing Liz KO4CK after many years 
of service. Lynn would like to restart the Crystal’s 
Net, and mentioned that they will continue to meet 
at Ryan’s for now. 

KD4ISC - Thanked the Board for meeting 
his budget requests for Skywarm, and thanked the 
Board for sharing the ARRL tables at the hamfest 
with him for Skywarn. 

AD4UL - Has published the Public Service 
schedule, and needs volunteers. 
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AC4ZO - The May QST has the results of 
thie November Sweepstakes, and the winners of the 
plaques that RARS sponsors should be listed. 

KD4ACW - Told of the great deeds done by 
many to make the hamfest a success, but especially 
of KA3PSK and his extra efforts to get the flyer 
mailing labels printed. Also Rollin, NF4P who 
burned the midnight oil to get the mailing database 
together with no notice, and a very short deadline. 

On motion by KE4FCJ, seconded by 


WA4BPJ, the meeting adjourned at 10:04p. 
Respectfully submitted, 
Jeff Wittich, AC4ZO 
Secretary 


Regular RARS Meeting 
May 7, 1996 


The regular meeting of the Raleigh Amateur 
Radio Society was held on May 7, 1996 at the Forest 
Hills Baptist Church. The meeting was called to order 
at 7:38p by Cyndi KD4ACW. 

Mike WA4BPJ gave the Treasurer’s report, 
and said that RARS membership is about 374. 

Cyndi reported that the hamfest was a suc- 
cess. Attendance was 3506, an increase of about 20 
over last year. The Royal Order of Wouff Hong 
inducted twelve new members. 

Dick KD4ISC, the Raleigh Area Skywarn 
Emergency Coordinator, said a few words about the 
Skywarn activity so far this year. He said that he is 
receiving favorable comments from the National 
Weather Service, and thanked all those who partici- 
pate in Skywarn. 

Lynn, KO4QH is the new leader of the Crys- 
tals. She announced the next meeting date as Tues- 
day, May 28, at Ryan’s, in the Crossroads Shopping 
Center. 

Cyndi presented the 1996-1997 budget to 
the membership. After the presentation, a motion 
was made by Warren AD4ZE, seconded by David 
KD4WQU that the membership accept the budget as 
presented. The motion passed. 

Doug AD4UL reported on the Public Ser- 
vice activity so far this year. He thanked all those who 
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have helped so far, and explained that there are still 
many volunteer opportunities still available. Doug 
then introduced Greg Farthing, from the March of 
Dimes. Greg said a few kind words on our behalf, 
and then presented Doug with a plaque, to help show 
their appreciation. 

Gary, KN4AQ had items for sale from the 
estate of Lew Thompson, KD4TRJ. 

This concluding the business and an- 
nouncements for the evening, Cyndi introduced the 
guest speakers for the evening. Firstly, Jeff AC4ZO 
spoke about the upcoming Field Day initiative, and 
then Paul AA4XX presented a program on a recent 
DXpedition to Harkers Island. The entire DXpedition 
team was present, and the program was enjoyed by 
all. 

Door prizes went to WB2QFZ, KF4EZX, 
KF4EAH, AC4QX, and KD4GAN. 


The meeting adjourned at 9:06p. 
Jeff Wittich, AC4ZO 
Secretary 


N4IQA 
Robert P. BuehImann 


Historian and Collector 
of 


Antique Radios, Artifacts & Documentation 
Commercial, Amateur and Military 


1314 Chaney Rd 
Raleigh, NC 27606 


(919) 851-5169 


Yet another month 
has passed and you 
haven't availed yourself 
of the many benefits 
of advertising in the EXCITER. 
See page 2 for details so 
you can correct this oversight. 


FIELD DAY conti ue 

If conditions are really, really bad, we may just 

do some shortwave listening. I’m sure a “dose” of 

Brother Stair or Dr. Gene will really rouse the Field Day 

crowd (that’s an inside joke for the SWLs... if you don’t 
know the Bro and his buddies, ask a SIG member). 

And although I didn’t get any official input 
from the (ahem!), I’m sure that Mike WA4BPJ and 
Jeff AC4ZO can use your help also. 

You can learn how to erect antennas (and how 
not to) and how to set up a station. If an antenna mast 
falls on someone’s foot, you can learn new words to 
expand your vocabulary. 

Also, Field Day is an excellent chance to 
operate on the HF bands, no matter what class of 
license you hold since “high class” operators will be on 
hand to serve in the official control function. 

So call Mike or Jeff to volunteer for the many 
fascinating and fun projects that will take place as a 
part of Field Day. Or call me to join the few, the proud, 
the operators of 15 phone. Phone numbers are on page 


two. Field Day. June 22 and 23. Be there! 
Curt KD4YU 
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Amateur Radio - A National Resource 
Raleigh Amateur Radio Society, Inc. 

P.O. Box 17124 

Raleigh, NC 27619 


Address correction requested. 


First Class Mail 


Calendar of Events: June 1996 


June 4: Regular RARS meeting; 
Forest Hills Baptist Church, 
directions on page 2 
June meeting topic: Amateur Television 
June 8: Winston-Salem Hamfest, info, Alan AB4OZ, 787-1111 
June 12: RARS VHF/UHF SIG meeting, info, David N4YTO, 773-1437 
June 13: Information Highway User Group, info, Russ Lyday, 782-8703 
June 17: Scanner/Shortwave Listening SIG, info, Curt KD4YU, 772-0207 
June 18: RARS Advisory Board meeting, 7PM, Forest Hills Baptist Church, 
All RARS members welcome. 
June 22: Hamfest, Spruce Pine, NC, info, Alan AB40OZ, 787-1111 
June 25: RARS Crystals Dinner meeting, info, Lynn KO4QH, 787-1111 
see article on page 9 


JUNE 22, 23 FIELD DAY... see article on page 1 
July 20 MID SUMMER SWAPFEST, CARY, NC, info, Alan AB4OZ 787-1111 
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